
Danger of Pet Vaccination: adverse reactions 
 
"Many people are very concerned about vaccinating their animals and the adverse reactions are often referred to 
as vaccinosis and miasms which is said to be difficult or impossible to cure. Most wonder why "annual 
boosters" are given to our animals when vaccinations for humans last for our lifetime. Also asked is why isn't 
the dose adjusted for the size of the animal? The many serious adverse reactions may be grossly under-reported 
to the vet (insist on telling the vet), to the manufacturer, and to the USDA Biologics Hotline. The experts are 
now addressing these concerns and the First International Veterinary Vaccines and Diagnostic Conference was 
held in July 1997 regarding this important health issue." Helen L. McKinnon  

"We should not allow politics and tradition or greed to enter the decision (on frequency of vaccination). 
Changing vaccination schedules doesn't have to mean less profit, but that you have more income from some 
clients and less from others. Veterinarians and the industry need to have guts to be honest with ourselves and 
assess the risk and not be trapped in tradition." -- Dr. Dennis Macy in "Are We Vaccinating Too Much?" AVMA Journal, 
1995  

Vaccinations: All Veterinary Schools in North America Changing Vaccination Protocols - Recent editions 
of the Senior Dogs Project's newsletter have reported on the ever-broadening trend of eliminating vaccinations 
for adult dogs, except for rabies, where required by state law. We have now had a report that all 27 veterinary 
schools in North America are in the process of changing their protocols for vaccinating dogs and cats. Here, in a 
nutshell, are the new guidelines under consideration: "Dogs and cats immune systems mature fully at 6 
months. If a modified live virus (MLV) vaccine is given after 6 months of age, it produces immunity, 
which is good for the life of the pet (i.e., canine distemper, parvo, feline distemper). If another MLV vaccine 
is given a year later, the antibodies from the first vaccine neutralize the antigens of the second vaccine 
and there is little or no effect. The titer is not 'boosted' nor are more memory cells induced.  

"Not only are annual boosters for parvo and distemper unnecessary, they subject the pet to potential risks of 
allergic reactions and immune-mediated hemolytic anemia. There is no scientific documentation to back up 
label claims for annual administration of MLV vaccines. Kittens receive antibodies through their mothers milk. 
This natural protection can last 8-14 weeks. Puppies and kittens should NOT be vaccinated at LESS than 8 
weeks. Maternal immunity will neutralize the vaccine and little protection (0-38%) will be produced. 
Vaccination at 6 weeks will, however, delay the timing of the first highly effective vaccine. Vaccinations given 
2 weeks apart suppress rather than stimulate the immune system. A series of vaccinations is given starting at 8 
weeks and given 3-4 weeks apart up to 16 weeks of age. Another vaccination given sometime after 6 months of 
age (usually at 1 year 4 months) will provide lifetime immunity."  

Dr. Michael W. Fox DVM - "Adverse vaccination reactions resulting in disease (so called vaccinosis) include 
injection-site fibro- sarcomas in cats, and various immune-system dysfunction diseases, possibly 
hyperthyroidism, inflammatory bowel disease, various chronic skin conditions and kidney disease. More 
research has been done in dogs, where certain breeds and lines are particularly prone to develop vaccinosis. 
Conditions associated with same include encephalitis, seizures, polyneuropathy (weakness, incoordination and 
muscle atrophy), hypertrophic osteodystrophy (shifting lameness and painful joints), autoimmune thyroiditis 
and hypothyroidism, liver, kidney and bone marrow failure variously associated with autoimmune hemolytic 
anemia, immune mediated thrombocytopenia."  

Dee Blanco, D.V.M - "You take healthy animals and often very quickly after you vaccinate, you can see simple 
things like itching of the skin or excessive licking of the paws, sometimes even with no eruptions. We see a lot 
of epilepsy, often after a rabies vaccination. Or dogs or cats can become aggressive for several days. Frequently, 
you'll see urinary tract infections in cats, often within three months after their [annual] vaccination. If you step 
back, open your mind and heart, you'll start to see patterns of illness post-vaccination." 

 


